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Project Timeline

2019 2020

Laying the 
Foundation

Engaging 
on 

Adaptation

Draft and 
Finalize 

Adaptation 
Plan

Refining 
Adaptation 
Approaches

Exploring 
Adaptation 

Options

v Purpose: enhance the resilience of our community
v Scope: all sectors, Town-wide, long range
v Likely Outcomes: Framework for investment and change



Changing Conditions 
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Shoreline Neighborhoods and Flooding



Current Shoreline



Current Shoreline+ 
100 year flood



20” Sea Level Rise



20” Sea Level Rise + 100 
year flood
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Resilience 
Advisory 

Committee 
Discussion

• What opportunities does the Town have now to 
increase preparedness/resilience?  How do those 
change in the next 10-20 years? (or in the Long-term?)

• Tips on Approaching the Managed Retreat 
Conversation?

• Critical Infrastructure – what should be included?

• Opportunities for “mainstreaming” and co-benefits? 



Ways to Stay Involved



Ways to Stay 
Involved

• Spread the word

• Invite your neighbor/friend/colleague to participate

• Add your input to the community survey

• www.cortemaderaadapts.org

http://www.cortemaderaadapts.org/


THANK YOU!
Sascha Petersen
Adaptation International
sascha@adaptationinternational.com

Mindy Craig
Blue Point Planning
mindy@bluepointplanning.com

Magnus Barber
Nelson Nygaard
mbarber@nelsonnygaard.com

Peter Brown
Public Works Director – Town of Corte Madera
pbrown@tcmmail.org
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Adaptation Planning Effort

Climate Adaptation Plan 
v Purpose: enhance the 

resilience of our community
v Scope: all sectors, Town-wide, 

long range
v Likely Outcomes: Framework 

for investment and change







Modeling

48

“Essentially every model is wrong, 

Some are useful.” – George Box



20” Sea Level Rise king 
tide 



Climate Change Facts
What are the measurements on Greenhouse Gases and Temperatures?



Note the time scale for the past century has been expanded.

Paleo global surface temperature change is from ocean core data of Zachos et al. (Nature
451, 279-283, 2008) via equations of Hansen et al. (Phil. Trans. Roy. Soc. A, 371, 
20120294, 2013). 



CO2 at Highest Level in >800,000 yrs
Jan 2019: 411 PPM

https://climate.nasa.gov/evidence/
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